Practical conservation projects throughout south east Essex                                                                                          Summer 2021
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.jpg]


THE

SOUTH EAST ESSEX                                
CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS
(TCV Community Network)

[image: image4.jpg]



UK Native Trees

What seems an age ago we managed to fit in a task at Rankin’s Cricket Club, Stambridge.  Well, more exactly the River Roach, adjacent to the club grounds, and in order to do a litter pick along the seawall…and a successful day it was too!

But what I also remember is discussing and Googling (during a short, well-earned lunch break!) how many UK native trees there were.  At the time (and on a little phone screen), I think I cited from the Woodland Trust site at https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/.  This suggested (as it didn’t state) that there were 46 species of UK Native Tree species!

Since then, and on another website, 43 were indicated (they don’t believe Beech is native for example, and didn’t include Guelder rose) (https://www.ashridgetrees.co.uk/gardening-advice/choosing-trees/native-trees-britain).
However, an author of a recent book quotes 60 (or more…), though only 35 being widespread and his list including ‘species, sub-species and hybrids’ (and not Guelder rose again!) (The New Sylva (Bloomsbury Publishing 2014) by Gabriel Hemery).
The Woodland Trust list was the following: Field maple, Common alder, Silver birch, Downy birch, Box, Hornbeam, Dogwood, Hazel, Midland hawthorn, Hawthorn, Spindle, Beech, Alder buckthorn, Common ash, Holly, Juniper, Crab apple, Scots pine, Black poplar, Aspen, Wild cherry, Bird cherry, Blackthorn, Plymouth pear, Sessile oak, English or Pedunculate oak, Purging buckthorn, White willow, Goat willow, Grey willow, Crack willow, Bay willow, Common osier, Elder, Common whitebeam, Arran whitebeam, Rowan, Rock whitebeam, Wild service-tree, Yew, Common lime, Small-leaved lime, Large-leaved lime, Wych elm, English elm, Guelder rose.
Whilst the ‘longer’ list also had: Strawberry-tree, Sea buckthorn, Purple osier, Almond willow, English whitebeam, Bristol whitebeam, Devon whitebeam, Service-tree, Round-leaved whitebeam, Irish whitebeam, Lancastrian whitebeam, Grey-leaved whitebeam, Arran service-tree, Somerset whitebeam, Bloody whitebeam, Wilmott’s whitebeam, Field elm.

To be honest, I recognise the names of quite a few, might recognise some in the field, but have never heard of others!  More discussion?  What exactly is a ‘Native tree’?  Are the extras all sub-species or hybrids?  What is a tree compared with a shrub?


And just to prove Lockdowns haven’t impacted on my sense of humour:
I’m not in there, but Yew are?
Which Elm?  No, Wych Elm!

Bloody whitebeam! Yeah, loads of bloody whitebeam!

Dogwood? A cat might too!

Sea buckthorn?  Yes, I can, it’s in there somewhere!


Author: JK 
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 01702 258492.
N.B. Children under 16 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

Due to COVID-19 all meetings are subject to cancellation or restrictions on numbers attending.  

Please check a project is going ahead before setting out.
May 23rd – Roach River tidy up
Meet at Rankin’s Cricket Club Pavilion, Broomhills, Stambridge Road, Rochford.

Entry to the ground is by the private driveway opposite the Cherry Tree PH, the gate will be open from about 9.30am (shelter and toilets will be available).

We will be removing litter from along the riverside.  This is part of the Roach Valley Way, a 23 mile long distance path that takes in a variety of landscapes including the ancient woodlands of Hockley and the Roach and Crouch estuaries.
June 6th - Canewdon sites (Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT) / Village Pond)      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance and control of invasive species.

June 20th - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Possibly working in the orchard area or elsewhere, if required
July 4th - Doggetts Wildlife Area, Rochford (Rochford Parish Council)

Meet at the far end of The Boulevard (follow up rough track adjacent to Waterman Primary School).

Path/pond maintenance and general site improvement.

July 18th - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

General maintenance required at this site (path/litter/pond clearance).

N.B. This may be a morning-only project.
Projects resume in September.  Enjoy the summer break!




                                                                                                                                               
COVID-19 precautions when attending projects





Please do not attend projects if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or if someone in your household has coronavirus symptoms.





Anyone developing symptoms on site is to go home immediately and follow government guidance.





Practise social distancing as necessary (unless from the same household or in a bubble).  Face masks to be worn if distancing is impractical.





Please wear gloves at all times.





No sharing of tools or other items unless disinfected in between.  Please bring your own tools where possible.  





Hand sanitiser will be available for use but please bring your own where possible.





Numbers on site to not exceed government guidelines on gatherings.





Thank you for your support








Annual membership (suspension of payment)





The annual membership (£3.00) is due on May 1st. 





However, due to COVID-19 disruption to meetings, it has been decided to waive the renewal fee again for this year. 





If you wish to terminate your membership, please let us know and we will remove you from our mailing list and records.











New members 


welcome!





For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 01702 258492 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








