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Plastic (Spring Programme): after a frantic Christmas consider the impacts of wrapping paper!  Much of it is not recyclable (or difficult to recycle) due to the presence of plastic coatings, or the presence of foil or glitter, never mind the sticky tape and bows left attached!  Bearing in mind the obvious, try the crunch test…simple paper should properly scrunch up and remain scrunched(-ish)!  Or use no wrapping, plain brown or even newspaper! Bah Humbug!! 

[image: image6.jpg]



· Skull (Summer Programme): You may recall the Fallow Deer skull discovered during a previous task at Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)?  Well, at the last visit I uncovered another skull, that of a Badger!

The distinguishing features include the pronounced sagittal crests from which the jaw muscles would be attached, indicating the strong jaws that Badgers possess.
Also, the sutures (the joins on the plates on the skull), are not visible, because the bone fuses much more firmly in a badger compared with most other similar mammals.  Badgers are tough!
· To Bee or not to Bee….

In the Autumn Programme we reported on the discovery of a new addition to the St Mary’s Nature Reserve, a Bee Orchid.  Kindly reported to us by a local to the reserve.  How did it get there?  From where?
Coincidentally, there was an interesting article in the June edition of British Wildlife entitled ‘Long-distance dispersal by Orchids’.  The article explained the orchid’s highly successful strategy for dispersal and multiplication, whereby they generate seed that is minute, like dust, and very simple, just a single layer of cells enclosing an undifferentiated embryo also containing no more than a handful of cells.  Essentially, ‘a tiny balloon which can float in the air’.  And they can produce 100s of thousands!
They reported that the closest site of a Sawfly Orchid identified in Dorset in 2014 was 850km away in northern Spain, and that the nearest natural seed sources of Small-flowered and Greater Tongue Orchids identified in the UK are 300km away!
Mind you, these tiny seeds then need to land and then germinate in quite specific habitats!  For the Bee Orchid, presumably, the meadow in St Mary’s!

A Thorny conundrum!

Myself and fellow member Gill were a trifle non-plussed at the Finches Christmas bash!  A plum tree with spines?  However, with a bit of research, we have come to the conclusion that the spiny suckers, coming from the Plum rootstock, are actually Blackthorn!  Apparently, a common rootstock for plum trees that are grafted to them.

Article by Julian Kaye

P.S.  Thank you everyone for your great achievements in 2019, who knows what we will find in 2020?!!
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 01702 258492.
N.B. Children under 16 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

We wish you a happy and healthy 2020! 
January 5th – St. Laurence Orchard, Eastwood (Trust Links / Southend Borough Council)

Meet on site.  The Orchard is on the corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane.

Hedgelaying.  We are gradually laying the perimeter hawthorn hedge at this site.

January 19th - Canewdon sites (Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT))      
Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
Scrub/path clearance and other winter jobs, as necessary.  There is also work needed at the Village Pond (repair to the duck platform, a bit of clearance and making the bridge more ‘anti-slip’!).
February 2nd - Hadleigh Country Park (Essex County Council)
Meet at the main Hadleigh Park Office at the far end of Chapel Lane, Hadleigh (office is near toilets/café).

Project unconfirmed.  Please note parking is free for volunteers, please give your car registration to staff on arrival.

February 16th - Doggetts Wildlife Area, Rochford (Rochford Parish Council)

Meet at the far end of The Boulevard (follow up rough track adjacent to Waterman Primary School).

Scrub/pond/litter clearance.  We will continue to open up the southern end of the pond.

March 1st - St. Mary’s Nature Reserve, North Shoebury (Southend Borough Council)

Meet in the car park of St. Mary’s church, North Shoebury Road, North Shoebury.

Hedge maintenance and other jobs, as required (path, litter clearance etc.).
March 15th - Canewdon sites (Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT))

Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.
General maintenance tasks such as path/pond clearance.  Maybe another “plastic pick” along the seawall at Lion Creek?
March 29th - Hadleigh Country Park (Essex County Council)
Meet at the main Hadleigh Park Office at the far end of Chapel Lane, Hadleigh (office is near toilets/café).

Project unconfirmed.  Please note parking is free for volunteers, please give your car registration to staff on arrival.

April 12th – Easter Sunday (No project planned)
April 26th - Doggetts Wildlife Area, Rochford (Rochford Parish Council)

Meet at the far end of The Boulevard (follow up rough track adjacent to Waterman Primary School).

Path/pond maintenance and general site improvement.                                                                                                                  



                                                                                                                                               
St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


(� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�)





Trust Links (local charity) is holding a work party at this site on Monday 2nd March 2020 (10.00am to 2.00pm).  SEECV members are invited to attend.





Please register your interest by calling 01702 213134 or emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@trustlinks.org" �office@trustlinks.org�.


 








Being “green” will make you smile!!





For further information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:





SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB





Tel: 01702 258492 (Julian)





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:SEECV@abpayne.plus.com" �SEECV@abpayne.plus.com�  Website: � HYPERLINK "https://www.seecv.org.uk/" �https://www.seecv.org.uk/�








