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Spotted in southern England….
The Hummingbird Hawk-Moth

Scientific name: Macroglossum stellatarum

Watch out for the hummingbird hawk-moth in your gardens this summer feeding on your buddleia, honeysuckle, jasmine, and other tubular flowers.

It is a shock to see (and hear) for the first time – just because everyone knows we don’t have hummingbirds in this country…

This large daytime flying moth particularly likes bright sunlight and our warmer summers in the south of England now regularly attract them in large numbers from northern Africa and southern Europe in spring and early summer. It can be found in many habitats – urban or coastal regions, on the edges of woodland, in gardens and parks.  So keep your eyes (and ears) open.

It could easily be mistaken for a hummingbird. Its wings beat at 70-80 beats per second making a distinct humming sound and it appears to hover in flight, just as hummingbirds do.  It has a long proboscis which helps it to feed on our long, thin nectar-rich flowers. 

It has greyish-brown forewings and orange-brown hindwings, is large with a wingspan around 50-58mm (up to 2 ¼ inches) and has a black and white checked body.

The green caterpillars appear from June to October but the adult moth can be seen at any time of year, overwintering in the UK in crevices and holes in trees or in unheated outbuildings.

Butterfly Conservation tracks the hummingbird hawk-moth. There were 5,428 visible sightings in 2017.

If you have seen one in your garden, you are lucky. It could be a regular visitor as it is believed to return to the same plants at the same time each day.
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The South East Essex Conservation Volunteers

 (TCV Community Network)


All projects start at 10.00am at the designated meeting place.  If you intend to arrive later, please arrange to meet on site.  You are not required to stay all day, or even work all day!  Don’t forget to bring some food and drink, to dress in old clothes and to wear stout footwear (preferably safety toe-caps).  Please also bring work/gardening gloves.  If you think you may have difficulties with directions, please phone Julian on 01702 258492.
N.B. Children under 16 years MUST be accompanied by a responsible parent/guardian.

May 13th - Canewdon sites (Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT))

Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

General maintenance tasks.  The dipping platform is under water at Finches!  Can we fix this?!!

May 27th - Rayleigh Mount (National Trust)

Meet by the main entrance to the Mount in Bellingham Lane, near the Mill Hall.                                                           
Possibly working in the orchard area or elsewhere, if required.
June 10th – To be confirmed
Please contact us for further details.
June 24th - Canewdon sites (Finches Nature Reserve / Lion Creek (EWT))

Meet by the Anchor PH car park, High Street, Canewdon.

General maintenance tasks.
July 8th – To be confirmed
Please contact us for further details.

July 22nd - Doggetts Wildlife Area, Rochford (Rochford Parish Council)

Meet at the far end of The Boulevard (follow up track adjacent, on right hand side, to Waterman Primary School).

Potential work includes path/pond maintenance and general site improvement.  Lots to do at this site!
Projects resume in September.  Enjoy the summer break!

For further details and joining information, please contact the South East Essex Conservation Volunteers:

SEECV, c/o Charnwood, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Rochford, Essex, SS4 3PB

Tel: 01702 258492 (Julian)

Email:  SEECV@abpayne.plus.com  Website: https://www.seecv.org.uk/                                                                                                                                                                   

Annual membership / GDPR





The annual membership (£3.00) is due on May 1st. 





To renew your membership, please complete and return a renewal form or bring your payment along to a work party.





As you may be aware the new General Data Protection Regulations come into force on the 25th May 2018.  We need your permission to continue to contact you.  Please could everyone ensure you complete your membership form and provide us with up-to-date details (including photo permissions).  If we do not hear from you, we will have to remove you from our mailing list and records.





If you are not an active member but wish to be kept informed of our activities, please subscribe to our mailing list by emailing us your name and email address.























St. Laurence Orchard


(on corner where St. Laurence Way meets Eastwoodbury Lane)


(� HYPERLINK "https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/" �https://stlaurenceorchard.wordpress.com/�)








Trust Links (local charity) is holding a number of Monday work parties at this site (10.00am to 2.00pm).  SEECV members are invited to attend.





Monday 14th May 2018


Monday 11th June 2018


Monday 2nd July 2018





Please register your interest by calling 01702 213134 or emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@trustlinks.org" �office@trustlinks.org�.

















New members welcome!








